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Dinu's Family~
A tgpical Bangladcshi Familg in the middle of Munich

Dinu's Familg

When Dinu moved to Germang in 1990, he came alone
without friends orlcamilg. He wanted to be successful and earn
a ]iving first. [ le made a Plan that he would earn enough money
until 2003, so that he could afford to get married. [Je talked to
his father and told him to keep an eye out for a suitable bride
in Bangladesh. On]g three clags before the actual wcclcling
dag Dinu first got to meet his future wife. She came with him
to Munich and theg have three little children now. At home
Dinu's Family sPeai(s Bengali, one of the three national
!anguages in Bangladesh. T he other official Ianguages in

Bang]adesh are Eng!isl’r and (Jrdu. Jn school in Banglac’esh
the children also learn Hinéi. Dinu's daugl‘rtcr sPcaks five different 1anguages at the age of 8:
Bengali, [Hindi, which are sPoken in lncmcami]g, and E_nglish, (German and [Trench, which she

learns at school.

The weclcling ceremony

Dinu's wcclc]ing followed the tgPical Bangladcsl‘li traditions. |t was an arrangec; marriage. This

means that the Parcnts look for a suitable Partnemcor their children and make that decision for

An [ndian bride is being carried to herwedding.
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them. Feop[e in Bangladesh and |ndia

believe that marriage is a very serious and
imPortant decision that is best made bg an
expericnced adult. Because of that wide-
sPread conviction, most marriages are
arranged. Sometimes bride and groom only
getto know each other short]y before the
wedding.

The wedding ceremony lasted for four dags
and was celebrated both at the house of the
groom and the house of the bride. Dinu's



father Paicl for the whole weclcling, incluclinggiving his son's bride one kilogram of pure gold‘ A
lot of families have to go into debt when their children marry because tlﬁcg cannot afford the
impressivc celebration. T here were 1500 Pcople present at the wcdding to celebrate and dance
togcther‘ Evergboc’g was dressed in the traditional clothes and goldcn ornaments and the

traditional dancing music was Played. Dinu sags:”] will on]g get married once in my lhcc, so it must

be done Propcrly!“

] ask:

Work on the follo W/'ng qucstfons, Cﬁoogc between the answers. On/ﬂ one answer is correct.

i. V\/hy did Dinu onla meet his wife three claﬂs before the weclcling?
a) Jtwas love at first sigl’xt and theg instantlg knew that thcg wanted to marry.

b) lt is common for Pcop]c from Bangladcslﬂ to have arrangcd marriages and often theg
don't get to know their Partnerﬁrs’c.

c) [1e was not interested in meeting his future wife.

2. Whg does Dinu's daughter sPea‘( so many different languages?
a) 51’16 has lived in all those countries.
b) ]t is imPor‘tant for Bangladeshi girls to sPcak many languagcs.
c) The Family SPeaks Bengali) [Hindi and English at home and she learns
French and (German in school.

3. Whg are there so many arrarxgecl marriages in Bangladeslﬁ?
a) ]t is a very impor’cant decision to marry somebodﬁ and the parents want to
he]P their children with that decision.
b) ]t is less compiicated.

c) A” marriages are arrangec].



